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Tasmania Parks and Wildlife Service Rock Climbing
Internal Guidelines
1. Purpose
[bookmark: _Toc534273720][bookmark: _Toc534274093]The Guidelines support implementation of the Tasmania Parks and Wildlife Service (PWS) Rock Climbing Policy (the Policy) by providing internal guidance and assessment considerations for PWS.
The Guidelines should be read alongside the Policy.
2. Context
Where climbing does not involve installing fixed anchors (traditional climbing), PWS regards it as comparable to off-track bushwalking and does not restrict or require assessment of the activity. Management actions are typically limited to where the activity could cause unacceptable impacts on natural or cultural values.
Fixed anchor installation proposals are assessed from an Aboriginal cultural heritage and geoheritage perspective prior to issuing an authority. These are the primary values that may be adversely impacted by fixed anchor installation.
When climbing in general and deciding where fixed anchors are and are not appropriate, the climbing community has a history of strong ethical principles, consideration of environmental and cultural impacts, promotion of best practice, and largely successful self-management. Assessment seeks to address the considerations that climbers will struggle to self-assess as well as PWS’s legislative obligations prior to issuing authorities.
3. Guidelines for assessment
The assessment process will consider the potential impacts of fixed anchor installations on Aboriginal cultural heritage and geoheritage.
3.1. Consistency with management plans and management objectives
PWS cannot authorise fixed anchor installations where prohibited by a management plan or inconsistent with the management objectives for the reserve class. The Policy sets out where PWS will not authorise fixed anchor installations.
As of April 2026, the only management plan with an outright prohibition of fixed anchors is the Freycinet and Wye River State Reserve Management Plan 2000, which states on page 19 that ‘permanent climbing fixtures of any kind will not be allowed in the Park and Reserve’. The wording of this statement is such that both new fixed anchors and replacements of existing fixed anchors will not be allowed.
The TWWHA Management Plan 2016 includes a range of provisions for fixed anchor installation. The relationship of these provisions to the Policy has been set out in Attachment 1 to the Policy.
Some management plans may also feature restrictions with indirect impacts on climbing, such as restrictions on access.
Fixed anchor installations are regarded as inconsistent with the management objectives set out in Schedule 1 of the NPRMA for nature reserves.
3.2. Aboriginal cultural heritage assessment
Assessment of potential impacts on Aboriginal cultural heritage involves a desktop Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania assessment of the proposed installation site and any new access routes.
Fixed anchor installation or new access should not be authorised if it could destroy, damage, deface, conceal or otherwise interfere with any known Aboriginal cultural heritage (‘relics’ in the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1975).
The assessment outcomes for Aboriginal cultural heritage impacts are detailed in the table below.
	Presence of cultural heritage
	Installation or new access route may interfere with cultural heritage
	Action

	Known cultural heritage on new access route or near proposed installation site
	Yes
	Proposal not authorised.

	
	No
	Authorise subject to geoheritage assessment and requirement to report unanticipated discoveries.

	No known cultural heritage on new access route or near proposed installation site
	N/A
	Authorise subject to geoheritage assessment and requirement to report unanticipated discoveries.


Assessment outcomes should not prompt applicants to seek a permit under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1975. However, if an applicant seeks and is successful in securing a permit, a proposal can be authorised in line with the interference allowed by the permit.
3.3. Geoheritage assessment
Assessment of potential impacts on geoheritage involves a desktop assessment of geoconservation sites in the proposed new installation area and the likelihood of the installation affecting the geoheritage values of those sites. Replacement of fixed anchors generally has minimal further impact on the integrity and values of geoconservation sites. The assessment uses the geoconservation sites documented on LISTmap.
New fixed anchors should not be authorised where they:
· damage a specific component of geodiversity that is significant for its rarity, clarity of exposure or some other exceptionality;
· detract from the natural integrity of a geoconservation site that is otherwise in good condition; or
· are visually intrusive at a geoconservation site recognised for its aesthetic values.
When assessing potential impact, consider that drilling a hole in rock damages a small part of its fabric and alters the form of the rock surface as a landform. The conservation significance of geoheritage and extent of the impact are both important considerations. Natural integrity always contributes to geoconservation values at some level.
The existing condition of geoconservation sites can be assessed from knowledge of other existing anchors at the site and presence of any other infrastructure or damage affecting the condition of the site.
4. Authorising fixed anchor installations
An authority should only be issued to applicants that:
· have some personal or organisational experience in installing fixed anchors;
· demonstrate familiarity with good practice, such as by specifying guidelines or codes of conduct that are named in the Policy or listed in its supporting documents, or that align well with these documents;
· indicate they have read and understood the Policy; and
· have public liability insurance to the value of $20 million.
5. Definitions
Provided in the Policy.
6. Review
The Guidelines will be reviewed prior to December 2030.
7. Approval
	Approved by [Name and position] on [Day Month Year].


8. Version history (mandatory)
	Date
	Version
	Action
	Description/comments

	
	1.0
	
	New policy


9. Guidelines owner
For further information, please contact: 
Name:
Position:
Section:
Email:
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